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ticular admiration in four things: first, their senses,
which are most perfect,— so that, although they spend
nearly six months without seeing anything but snow
outside, and in their cabins, nothing but smoke,—
they have, nevertheless, exceedingly acute vision,
excellent hearing, an ear for music, and a rare sense
of smell,— differing from ours only in this, that they
esteem musk ill-smelling, and are indifferent to the
odors of things which are not eatable. With this
sense they frequently discover fire long before seeing
it, especially at night. Their touch and skin are
very delicate, their sensibility being perhaps in-
creased by the ointments commonly used among
them, as anciently among the Gentiles [n i.e., 13]
and the Hebrews. They anoint, when they have
the means, the whole body, and especially the hair,
for various and most excellent reasons. Secondly,
they have an admirable fortitude in hardships: they
endure hunger for ten or fifteen days,—sometimes
from superstition, mostly by necessity; fire they
endure without crying out. The youth accustom
themselves to this from the age of ten or twelve
years, two of them binding their arms together, and
then putting a coal between the two arms, to see who
will shake it off the first; they despise him who
loses. They endure cold, heat, pains, or diseases,
without complaining; and while, among physical
pains, the sacred scripture esteems those of child-
birth the greatest, the women, to set an example of
courage, bring forth without giving any sign of pain;
for, if they cried out, they would be despised and
deemed cowardly, and could not again find husbands.

Thirdly, they possess a marvelous faculty for
remembering places, and for describing them to one


